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Greetings American Legion Family! 

I am so excited for this Newsletters 1st Issue as the American Legion Family News.  A giant Thank You to the 

Executive Committee for unanimously approving my request to merge the ALA Legionette Newsletter & The AL 

Department of Nevada Newsletter to The American Legion Family Newsletter.  This is now an all-inclusive 

Department of Neveda Newsletter and ALL submissions are welcome. 

I had the pleasure of attending Unit 76 High Tea luncheon which was a smashing success.  Thank you, President 

Cynthia Ferris, for hosting this wonderful event.  Next, I was invited to attend Unit 149 monthly Auxiliary 

meeting. I am truly stunned at how much amazing work these members do!  They are in example to us all of 

dedication to the American Legion Family.  Thank you, President Maria Moss for the invite, you have an 

outstanding Unit.  Finally, I attended Post/Unit 14 in conjunction with Post/Unit 40 Military Family Appreciation 

Day BBQ.  It was an outstanding event and I would like to give The American Legion Riders, Post 40 a giant 

Thank You for providing the food for the event.  Also, thank you Unit 14 for bringing this to Unit 40 and for us 

all to be The American Legion Family:  Being The Team!!!  We had a special guest in attendance (pictured with 

me below).  She is Christine Campbell, Ms. Senior United Nations Ambassador, 2024. She has strong ties to the 

American Legion Family; we thank her for taking time from her busy schedule to attend.  If you would like to 

learn more about this very special & amazing woman: https://christinecampbell.world/ 

This is a big reminder:  Register & send in your forms for the American Legion Department Convention, hosted 

by BMI Post 40.  It is being held at Sunset Station Casino in Henderson, NV.  June 28th – June 30th, 2024.  If you 

will be reserving a room, please do so ASAP.  The Casino will only hold our block of rooms till May 29th.  For 

reservations: 1-888-786-7389, use code SCIABMI to ensure your discounted rate.  Don’t forget to place your ads 

for the Program no later than June 5th.  Forms included at the end of Newsletter. We look forward to seeing you 

there. 

Just a reminder: If you know a creative Veteran, please have them register for the Southern Nevada Veterans 

Creative Arts Festival.  There are over 150 categories to choose from.  Such as:  Dance, Sculpture, Paint by 

Number, and Kits to name a few.  They only need to be a VA member to enter.  

Memorial Day is fast approaching.  Please take pics and send them to me for the next Newsletter with info. 

Remember to send me your upcoming events so that I can email the info to other Nevada Posts so that they too 

may attend or that it may be included in future Newsletters. 

Hope our American Legion Family has a wonderful month of May!  

For God and Country, 

Charmaine Meana 

ALA Department President 

charnvaux@gmail.com 
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1ST Vice Commander 

2nd Vice Commander 

 

 

Fellow Legionnaires, 

  

Just over a week ago I had a reverse total shoulder replacement.  Typing is difficult at best.  

  

I will see you at the Department Convention at the end of June. Thank you for your support and understanding. 

  

Always in service, 

  

Brenda Horton 

Department 1st Vice Commander 
 

 

 

 

Greetings Members, 

 

Many times, we get busy with our lives and forget or ignore that our fellow veterans are hurting in so many ways.  From 

financial hardships to PTSD and everything in between.  Our mission and focus is to Be The One and even though we may 

think what can one person do, you just might save a life by being there for that one person who is contemplating suicide.  I 

know from personal experience that talking to someone and following thru with being there for that fellow vet can and do 

save lives.  Many ask what does it entail “Being the One”?  Well, it means knowing your fellow vets at your Post and in 

your community, recognizing that there is a change in behavior and how they talk.  Being there as a sounding board and 

knowing that there are resources within our communities for mental health assistance.  Then you must follow thru and 

continue to be there for them. Maybe going to the post to have coffee or a meal.  Visiting with each other and letting that 

person know that you are truly there for them.  Each of us possess the ability to be there for our fellow veterans in times 

of need and you only need to ask how are you doing and truly listen to that answer.  If you don’t know what is available 

resource wise in your community there are many in your post who have those answers or who can find out what is 

available.  You can always call 988 press 1 and get resources for that person that way.  My prayers are always with those 

who are hurting and my hope is that we will recognize that that person needs our help and we provide it!!   

For God and Country, 

Pamela Walker Dept 2nd Vice Commander 

Richard Springston American Legion Post 60 
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The Detachment of Nevada is currently at 76.49% membership are did not meet the April 10th target of 90%.  And are seriously 
behind on meeting the 100% goal on May 15th while lagging in in 54th place nationally; we need to step up the membership efforts if 
we want to meet target.  We need to get our membership back to an acceptable level after two years of over 100% membership.  
Let’s strive to bring those members forward because they are no longer current and in jeopardy of losing their membership.  
Membership is key and helps support the amazing things that the SAL does.  Let’s keep recruiting and renewing. 
 
Commander Hall has issued a Commander’s Challenge to all Squadrons to support the four pillars and become a National Four Pillar 
Squadron.  To do so, a Squadron needs to raise $1/member for each of Operation Comfort Warrior (VA&R), CWF (Children and 
Youth), Department’s Boys State (Americanism), and hold a blood drive (National Security).  Achieving each of the above will result  

in an award for being a National Four Pillar Squadron.  Forms have been sent to Squadron and Post leadership (if I have your information, hint, hint) 
 
We are reviving Squadron 9999 for any potential member who doesn’t have a local Squadron, much like Post 100 in The American Legion.  I will send 
out more information as we get the Squadron into the national database.  Squadron 9999 gives us the opportunity to expand membership in our rural 
areas and find a Squadron for those that are new to the area. 
 
The re-engagement email went out, and we did get a response from a member that I will be forwarding on to the Department Commander for 
feedback.  Please let me know if anyone reaches out to you because of the email and signs back up. 
 
I will be introducing the National Sons of The American Legion University (SAL U) over the next few months.  This is a new leadership program, and 
the SAL U is launching a leadership program in 2024, aiming to train SAL members in effective leadership. The upcoming session is a pilot to refine the 
course content.  Participants will test the program and offer feedback for future sessions.  As the programs are introduced, I will present them to you. 
 
As in past years, I have CWF and other challenge coins and pins to raise money for CWF and VCF, etc.  I am happy to take $10-20 donations for various 
causes in exchange for these.  Colorado has been making waves about their amazing fundraising abilities so let’s continue the streak and bring home 
the per-capita awards again and take the opportunity to show Colorado how it is really done by raising $30/member.  The Detachment of Nevada is 
currently leading the nation in CWF fundraising on a per-capita basis with $9.71/member followed by Arizona with $6.93 member.  As a side note, 
Arizona is also leading the nation in total fundraising with nearly $60,000, my hat is off to them for their dedication to the CWF.  I have it on good 
authority that Squadron 7 will be helping to push us over $12/member so if anyone wants to push us even further, please do so ASAP. 
 
There are no CSR forms sent in, please submit those ASAP. 
 
I have confirmed that Eric Hoss will volunteer to improve the Nevada SAL web site (https://nevadasal.org).  The current site is out of date and needs 
content.  Contributors are always in need to keep web content engaging and relevant.  Check out our social media as well @nevadasons on Facebook 
and @SALDetNV on Twitter. 
 
Detachment EC meetings will be the first Tuesday of each month at 6:30 via Teams (when it cooperates). 
Teams Meeting ID 272 911 810 647 
Passcode D3p5ib 
Phone in – 775-393-9964 
Conference ID 796 285 50# 
 
Please join us if you can. 
 
Let’s have an exciting 2023-2024 and don’t forget your buddy checks and watch out for our entire Legion Family. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Shawn Horton 
Commander, Detachment of Nevada 
#SALStrong 
#BeTheOne  
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American Legion Riders               

              

   

 

 

 

Plese send me your events so we can get them online for others to see.   

We need more engagement from the riders, it is well known that the Legion Riders events can 

be great membership opportunities.  Always carry a packet of membership forms with you for 

the Legion, SAL, and Auxiliary, you never know when they might be handy. 

Please send feedback, what would you like to see in future newsletter articles?  What would you 

like to see done differently by the Legion Riders? 

 I can always be reached via email (commander@nevadasal.org) or phone (720-394-5965), just 

leave a message if I don’t answer. 

 

Sincerely, 

Shawn Horton 

Commander, Detachment of Nevada 

American Legion Riders Department of Nevada Liaison 

 

Event Schedule 

Date Where What 

April 27, 2024 Carlin, NV ATV/UTV/Off Road Poker Run 

May 18, 2024 Elko, NV Armed Forces Day Ride 
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District 3 Commander  

 

 

Hello Members, 
 
District 3 has accomplished a number of goals in the past years that I have been the District 
Commander. I want to thank all of the post members who performed many different functions. The 
many different events that were put on is a tribute to these posts that have very few members, though 
not from lack of trying. The many different events included American Legion Birthday, Memorial Day 
Service, Veterans Day Celebration, Funeral Services, Flag Retirements, Membership Drives, Legion 
Riders Poker Runs, ATV/UTV Poker Runs, Post Birthday Celebrations, Branch Birthday Celebrations 
and countless other events. There are still many items to be addressed and celebrated when 
accomplished. I want to thank everyone who helped me through being District Commander, the Post 
Commanders, Post Adjutants, District 1st Vice, District Adjutant (Brenda Horton), Department Adjutant 
(Lionel Motta), Department Commanders, Department Office (Glynis Morris) and many others. I have 
participated in Post visits, District Meetings, DEC Meetings and many events put on by the Post in 
District 3. Remaining events for this year are Memorial Day Services, District 3 Meeting and we as a 
District are looking to clean two different Cemeteries that have a number of veterans. Post 32 is 
participating in a Show-n-Shine for bikes, atv/utv's on June 8th in Carlin.  
 
Lincoln Litchfield  
District 3 Commander  
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VA Information 

 

The VA Health and Benefits mobile app is modernizing how Veterans access and manage their health care and benefits 
information. The app surpassed 2 millionth downloads—a significant milestone in giving Veterans convenient access to 
their VA health care and benefits via their mobile devices. 

This immediate access to vital health and benefits information is resonating strongly with Veterans, particularly those living 
in remote or rural areas where reaching VA facilities may be challenging. The app quickly became a lifeline for many. 

With almost a million monthly active users who send over three hundred thousand secure messages and refill over a 
quarter of a million prescriptions—each month—the app’s strong adoption and Veteran-centered design have helped earn it 
a rating of 4.8 on the Apple Store and 4.6 on Google Play, on par with companies like USAA and Uber. Users are saying: 

• “This is one of—if not the most—important app on my phone.“ 
• “This is a huge timesaver.” 
• “Veterans can have an active part of engaging with VA at a higher tick… now it’s literally on your couch, and that 

just gives folks more sense of ownership and accessibility.” 

Putting Veterans at the center 

As the app’s popularity and use continue to grow, VA’s Office of Information and Technology works with users to identify 
challenges with VA digital services so VA can incorporate their feedback and new features to improve the experience. 
These have led to enhancements like: 

• The app’s integration of biometric options like fingerprint and facial recognition to streamline access 
• A new one-touch feature that generates a Proof of Veteran Status screen when you log in to make it quick, easy, 

and more private for you to prove Veteran status to retailers and access your Veteran benefits. 
• Crucial accessibility features for the 22 percent of users who leverage assistive technology—features such as the 

ability for blinded Veterans to access and read their decision letters through the app 
• If you’re a Veteran, caregiver or dependent, you can sign up to participate in online feedback 

sessions related to the mobile app and other VA digital tools to enhance them for all Veterans. 

Features and tools Veterans want. 

• Quick and direct access to the VA Crisis Line for Veterans and their families 
• Management of Health Care Appointments 
• View Status of Claims and Appeals 
• Read benefit decision letters 
• Refill and Track VA Prescriptions 
• Secure Message with Your VA Health Care Team 
• Download Common VA Letters and Documents 
• View VA Vaccine Records 
• Locate VA Facilities 
• One-touch Proof of Veteran Status 
• Access Using Biometric Login 

Upcoming 2024 features include health care appointment scheduling and check-ins, travel claim submissions and more. 

If you’d like to learn more about the app or download it, you can explore the VA Health and Benefits mobile app page 

https://mobile.va.gov/app/va-health-and-benefits
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DUs2PQDl666Y&data=05%7C02%7C%7C05c991c43037439eec3b08dc11e061c8%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C638404902600853532%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1IFnJWc%2BikSV6zFx5LR9zIq8F1gzpyD7%2BJoFimHF8Ag%3D&reserved=0
https://news.va.gov/123339/blind-veterans-can-now-read-decision-letters/
https://news.va.gov/119765/want-improve-digital-tools-give-us-your-input/
https://news.va.gov/119765/want-improve-digital-tools-give-us-your-input/
https://mobile.va.gov/app/va-health-and-benefits
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A "for sale" sign sits in front of a foreclosed home on Oct. 13, 

2011, in Miami, Fla. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images) 

Starting next month, Veterans Affairs officials will offer a “last-

resort” program for tens of thousands of veterans in danger of 

losing their homes because of post-pandemic mortgage 

problems, leaders announced Wednesday. 

The new Veterans Affairs Servicing Purchase (VASP) program, 

which launches May 31, will allow the department to 

purchase defaulted VA loans from outside mortgage servicers, 

then modify the terms to allow financially strapped veterans to 

avoid losing the properties. 

Borrowers will be guaranteed a fixed 2.5% interest rate for the remainder of their loans. 

“This program will help ensure that when a veteran goes into default, there is an additional affordable payment 

option that will work in a higher-interest rate environment, so they can keep their homes,” VA Undersecretary for 

Benefits Joshua Jacobs said. 

Department leaders estimate the new program will help about 40,000 veterans, troops and family members 

currently struggling with VA-backed home loans. 

But the new program will only be open to veterans who have defaulted on their mortgages and not others who 

renegotiated higher, costly new mortgages over the last year. Those individuals will not be able to opt into the 

lower-rate VASP loans. 

“This is not an incentive for default,” Jacobs said. “If other home-retention options like a loan modification or 

repayment plan will resolve the home loan delinquency, then this program will not be an option.” 

When the coronavirus pandemic hit the United States in spring 2020, Congress approved a forbearance program 

allowing some individuals who lost their normal stream of income to skip mortgage payments for months. 

But when that program ended in October 2022, thousands of veterans found they owed large payments on their 

homes, forcing some into default and others into unfavorable new home loans. An NPR investigation in 

2023 uncovered numerous families hurt by the gaps in support services. 

VA last fall called on all mortgage companies to delay additional foreclosures until May 2024 while they set up 

the new support program. Under VASP, veterans will not need to apply to be included, but will instead have their 

mortgages purchased by VA if they qualify. 

Jacobs said VA planners estimate that the new program will produce about $1.5 billion in savings over the next 

decade by avoiding costs for housing vouchers, federal loan defaults, and other complications related to veterans 

homelessness. 

The department is currently backing more than 3.7 million active home loans, including more than 400,000 new 

loans in 2023 alone. 

Veterans facing problems with housing bills can contact VA at 877-827-3702, option 4, or visit the VA home 

loans website. 

 

 

https://www.militarytimes.com/military-honor/salute-veterans/2023/11/08/mcdonough-wants-va-to-reach-every-veteran-in-the-country/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/coronavirus/
https://www.militarytimes.com/education-transition/2021/12/08/va-home-loans-grow-in-popularity-but-challenges-for-buyers-remain/
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2023/02/17/va-benefits-nominee-promises-more-free-help-for-veterans-filing-claims/
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2023/02/17/va-benefits-nominee-promises-more-free-help-for-veterans-filing-claims/
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/11/1211855956/veterans-va-loans-foreclosure-covid-forbearance
https://www.npr.org/2023/11/11/1211855956/veterans-va-loans-foreclosure-covid-forbearance
https://www.benefits.va.gov/homeloans/
https://www.benefits.va.gov/homeloans/
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The Post Family from Las Vegas Post 8 proudly hosted the Tunnel to Towers Foundation just before the "Big Game" in 

February. The Foundation came from New York to have a big BBQ for Veterans as well as making a HUGE 

announcement. They invited 15 NYC Firefighters, NFL players, actors, and even a NFL Hall of Famer.  

The Tunnel to Towers Foundation provides mortgage free adapted housing for disabled Veterans, and first responders.  

They also award college scholarships to fallen and injured firefighter’s families as well as disabled Veterans children. The 

attached pictures show what fun we had.  

The HUGE announcement is that they have purchased a parcel of land across the highway from the VA Hospital and the 

plan is to build a comprehensive home for Veterans experiencing homelessness.  They have just opened the "prototype" 

facility in Texas.  Mr. Frank Siler, brother of Stephen Siler-Fallen Firefighter perished on 9/11/01 running through the 

Brooklyn Battery Tunnel in full gear to race to the Towers made the announcement. We were honored to be a part of this 

worthwhile cause.  
(Pic 1-Mr. Frank Siler serving free BBQ to Veterans; Pic 2-Official Logo) 
 

    
 
(Pic 3-Home for Veterans-TX facility; Pic 4-Social Area; Pic 5-NYC Firefighters-all 9/11 survivors) 
 

 
 
(Pic 6-Announcement, L to R: Dept Cmdr-Robert Morris, CEO T2T Foundation Mr Frank Siler, Miles Buress-former Oakland Raider, 
  Hall of Fame Wide Receiver LA Rams-Isacc Bruce, Brad Hopkins 13 yr NFL Veteran Tennessee Titans) 
(Pic 7-Auxiliary National Alt NEC, Unit 8 President Glynis Morris, Hall of Famer Isacc Bruce, Dept Commander Robert Morris 
Pic 8-NYC Firefighters at Dinner, also in photo Miles Buress, Glynis Morris, and Dual Legionnaire/Auxiliary Member Alta Odom) 
 

We were invited to the fundraiser dinner that evening at the JW Marriott. We will continue to be part of communication 
chain to provide updates.   
For God and Country, 
Glynis Seeley-Morris, ALA Unit 8 President 
ALA Department Alt NEC 
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Hello Members, 
 
With deepest sorrow Unit 14 lost our member Hazel Lockhart. She and her late husband-chartered 1st 
the Post December 19, 1983 and then the Auxiliary January 16, 1984. She worked very hard recruiting 
members and supporting Veterans, military and their families. Her service was held April 23rd, 2024. 
 
Our juniors made cards welcoming home the Honor Flight and greeted them on their return April 21st. 
Two of our members were aboard this Flight, Judy and Jerry Bootzin. 
 
Unit 76 held their Annual High Tea April 13th. Eight from Unit 14 attended, Samantha Hook, Dianne 
Hook, MJ Cole, Debbie Milohnick, Elaine Siegel, Judy Bootzin, Rose Cirac and friend Minda Beckwith.  
 
AL Military Family Appreciation Day was held April 27th, 3-5pm. Post/Unit 14 and Post/Unit 40 co-
hosted a BBQ for Veterans and Military Families at Post 40 in Henderson. FOOD, FUN, FAMILY & 
Games for the children. It was a wonderful event and we would like to thank the ALR Post 40 for 
sponsoring the food. 
 
Rose Cirac 
ALA Unit 14, President 
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Greetings All, 

 

American Legion Paradise Unit 149 is a small Unit for the Department of Nevada. Some of our members live in other 

States or as a book member. We are in active Unit always working together with the American Legion Paradise Post 149 

Family to support Veterans, the troops, their families, and the community. 

 

Unit 149 conducted our regular monthly meeting together at opening ceremony with the Post and the Sons of the American 

Legion Post 149.  After that, the Auxiliary is excused to do the Unit's business. We provide a zoom meeting as well to make 

it easier for the Unit members who can't attend, but can participate in the meeting via zoom. We are also doing Buddy 

Checks for our Unit members and Post members. We visited a member who sick and staying in the hospital as well. We 

send them get well & Birthday cards, call to say hello, and check in on them to see how they are doing. Some of our 

members are day givers, volunteering at the hospice, the VA Clinic and Fisher House. Once a month our Executive Officers 

and members participate in the Legion night social night. We also attend the Post E-board meeting to talk about plans 

within our American Legion Family and helping each other with the Be the One Program with interest to the organization 

as American Legion Family. 

 

We support the following programs with thoughtful donation: 

 

Veterans Organizations: 

Veterans Affairs Voluntary Services ( VAVS ) 

Veterans Affairs Rehabilitation ( VA&R ) 

Fisher House 

NV State Veterans Home Boulder City 

US Vet's  ( Veterans Standdown, Food Drive ) 

Honor Flights ( Welcome Home Veterans ) 

 

Community Outreach: 

Project 150 

Toys for Tots 

NV Energy Christmas Drive 

Ronald McDonald House 

Hospice 

Day giver 

Yard sale 

Veterans News Paper 

Buck Dedard Outdoor Foundation Banquet 

ALA Paradise Unit 149 Facebook 

American Legion Paradise Post 149 Newsletter www.post149.org (http://www.post149.org) 

 

American Legion Post 149/American Legion Auxiliary Programs: 

ROTC, American Legion Base Ball 

American Legion/son of the Legion Whisky Wagon ( SAL Paradise Post 149 ) 

American Legion ROMP ( Riding On Military Pride ) 

Children Welfare Relief Fund, Christmas &amp; Hanukah Party 

Walker Furniture " Helps For Heroes " 

Rock the Troops, Memorial Day 

Americanism  ( Flag Day ), Children & Youth 

Community Service Constitution & Bylaws 

Education, Membership, NV Girls State 

National Emergency Fund ( NEF ) 

Poppy Program 

 

For God and Country, 

Maria Moss 

President 

ALA Paradise Unit 149  

http://www.post149.org/
http://www.post149.org/


 



 

 

 

 

Comrades, 

 

The 105th Annual Department of Nevada Convention is being hosted by BMI Post 40 in Henderson, NV on June 29 

and 30, 2024.  The convention will be held at the Sunset Casino located at 1301 W Sunset Rd, Henderson NV, 

89014.   

 

There will be a meet and greet set up in the main banquet hall on Friday 28th Starting at 5pm.  There will be snacks, 

drinks (cash bar) and great conversations.  You will also be able to pick up your pre-convention packets and swag 

bags at this time. 

The American Legion Family Dinner will be on Saturday, June 29th.  There will be no-host cocktails served from 

6:00pm to 7:00pm.  Dinner will be served promptly at 7:00pm.  Dinner will be Buffet Style $55.00 per person.   

Commander’s Breakfast will be on Sunday, June 30th at 7:00am, $35.00 per person. 

Lodging has been secured at the Sunset Casino for Friday ($120) and Saturday ($130) nights plus taxes and 

registration fees.  For reservations, please call 1-888-786-7389.  Be sure to use the code SCIABMI to ensure the 

American Legion discounted rate.  Rooms not reserved by May 29th will be released. 

American Legion BMI Post 40 is looking forward to providing you a great convention. 

 

Sincerely, 

John Towsley 

The American Legion 

BMI Post 40 

Commander 



 



 



 



 


