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1st Vice Commander Valerie Scheuering 

Hello Legionnaires 
 
Continuing with our history. (This information comes from Legion.org) 
 
1940’s 
 
September 1942: 
The Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion is changed for the first and only time since it was written in 1919.  The 
word “War” is changed to “Wars.” 
 
December 1943: 
Past National Commander Harry W. Colmery starts to write the first draft of what will later become the “GI Bill of Rights” - con-
sidered the Legion’s single greatest legislative achievement. 
 
June 1944: 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signs into law the original GI Bill, or Servicemen’s Readjustment Act, ushering in monumental 
changes in U.S. society. 
 
1950’s 
 
May 1950: 
The Legion votes to contribute funds to the field of mental health, thereby playing a key role in launching the National Association 
for Mental Health. 
 
July 1954: 
The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation is formed. 
 
1960’s 
 
September 1966: 
The Legion voices great concern over the fate of prisoners of war in Vietnam.  Today, the Legion uses a full accounting of all 
POWs and troops missing in action. 
 
August 1969: 
The Legion’s National Executive Committee establishes the National Emergency Fund as a result of Hurricane Camille. 
 
1970’s 
 
May 1972: 
The Legion implements a Halloween safety program for children. 
 
April 1975: 
The Legion - sponsored Freedom Bell goes aboard the Freedom Train during its tour of the country in celebration of the U.S. Bi-
centennial.  Six years later,, the bell is dedicated at its permanent home location in Columbus Plaza, opposite Union Station in 
Washington. 
 
As always stay safe & healthy.  God Bless The American Legion and our Great Nation. 
 
For God and Country 
 
Valerie Scheuering Department 1st Vice Commander 

Timetoast 
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Veterans Guest House History 

The Veterans Guest House has a long history as the best kept secret in Reno. The “Home Away from Home” is the only facility of 

its kind in the country serving U.S. military veterans by providing accommodations for those veterans receiving medical/dental 

care in Reno. The veterans’ families are also provided with accommodations, The House is privately funded and receives no fund-

ing from the government. 

In the early 1990s, a couple of veterans, Chuck Fulkerson and Dick Rhyno, were visiting the Veterans Administration Medical Cen-

ter of the Sierra (VAMC) early one morning and noticed that windows of the cars in the parking lot were fogged up. This meant 

only one thing—someone had spent the night in their vehicle. As a woman was exiting one of these cars, the concerned veterans 

asked her about her situation. She explained that her husband was in the ICU at the VAMC. She and her children had spent the 

night in their car because they had no other option. These veterans said “never again on our watch will this occur.” And, thus, the 

idea of the guest house was born. 

The Veterans Hospital Foundation received its 501(c)(3) status from the IRS in 1992. In 1994 the Reno “Spouse House” was 

opened and it soon become apparent that veterans needed this support as well. The original VGH was a 1935-era bungalow locat-

ed at the corner of Locust and Taylor (880 Locust St.) where it housed veterans and family members for the next ten years. The 

original house had 3-5 beds, and prior to it being razed, provided 800-900 guest nights of lodging a year. 

In 2002, the organization changed its name to Veterans Guest House, Inc (VGH) and in 2004, with the help of the community, a 

new 12-bed home was built. As the number of guests grew, so did the house! In 2012, a second house was built adjacent to the 

existing one, bringing the bed total to 17. In 2013, occupancy numbers exceeded 5,200 guest nights. The two homes were full 

year-round. Thanks to a much-need expansion in 2018, the facility now has 33 beds. 

IN 2019, the VGH served over 6,000 guests and experienced an occupancy rate of 82 percent. The VGH partners with local casinos 

to provide rooms for the veterans and their families when the VGH is full. 

Who stays at the Guest House? 

American veterans and their families span the globe and have served in WWII, Viet Nam to Iraq and Afghanistan. These veterans 

and their families are the guests at the VGH. The majority of guests receive treatment at the Veterans Administration Medical 

Center (VAMC). The VAMC covers 100,000 square miles from Bishop to Auburn, California, Elko, and Ely Nevada. All veterans and 

their families are welcomed with open arms and a thank you for their service. Guests are asked to donate $25.00 while staying at 

the Guest House, however, nobody is ever turned away for an inability to pay. 

Original guest house 
Newly Renovated Guest House (2018) 

Kimberly Eberly 

HISTORIAN 
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National Executive Committeeperson, Jeanette Rae Evans 
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Membership Jerry Bootzin 

Membership Renewal numbers are improving across the Department with several Posts on track to meet or 
exceed National established Post's percentages based on specific dates. The November 12th date is 65% of each 
Post's 2022 Goal. 

Continue to process 2021 and 2022 Membership Renewals on MyLegion! The ability to use MyLegion is improving. Pro-
cessing of Transfers has also improved, IF THERE IS STILL A POST ADJUTANT WHO IS UNABLE TO PROCESS RENEWALS AND 
NEW MEMBERS, LET YOUR DISTRICT ADJUTANT AND MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN KNOW IMMEDIATELY! 

Thanks to the continuing improvement in the MyLegion Website, 

The Department of Nevada is now showing a vast improvement in 2022 Membership: 

 

October Numbers                              November 5th Numbers 

District 1 36.1%;                                        49.78% 

District 2 48.1%;                                        53.96% 

District 3 45.8%                                         59.81% 

District 4 55.1%                                         59.96% 

 

On a % basis, District 4 is in the lead by only .15%. Great Job!                                                                                                                                                                                             

Posts that have already reach and/or exceeded 65% of Goal are:  

 Post 27 Sandy Valley 

 Post 31 Boulder 

 Post 5 Winnemucca 

 Post 32 Carlin 

 Post 16 Fallon 

 Post 18 Hadley 

 Post 37 Fernley 

 

Posts that are over 60% but not at 65% as of today, are as follows: 

 Post 24 Mesquite 

 Post 149 Las Vegas 

 Post 45 Austin 

 Post 56 Carson City 

Continue being proactive and contacting your membership. Every Post needs to involve several post members in the renewal effort. One or 
two members in the Post is not enough of a workforce to get the job done. Ask your membership to help. Give them a purpose to be part of 
the team. The Department and National would be available for a Post revitalization effort. Let us help you. All you need do is ask, 

 

Membership is the life blood of the American Legion. 

 

Buddy checks are still effective for making Post members feel they are part of the post. Personal contacts provide the best results. Telephone 

is the next best method followed by email. Buddy Check Scripts are available on the National Website under publications.  

With the Afghanistan withdrawal, many of our veterans, active duty, National Guard and reservist need to feel and know they are appreciat-
ed. They need to talk about how they feel and know we support their devotion to Country and Duty. Be there for those who need it! 
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Www.facebook.com/TALDONV 
 

Department of Nevada HQ’s 702-382-2353 

TALDON737@AOL.COM 
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        The mission of Nevada’s Legionnaires is to provide services to fellow veterans, their families and their communities. 

      DEPARTMENT OFFICERS  

Commander Richard Eberly                (775) 434-3386  eberlyrichard1967@gmail.com 

1st Vice  Cdr Valerie Scheuering               (775) 722-6516          nvnative1959@sbcglobal.net  

2nd Vice Cdr  Robert Morris                   (702) 358-3565  robertmorris@hotmail.com 

Sergeant-At-Arms  Brenda Horton          (720) 394-5969            bannhorton3@aol.com  

NEC Jeanette Rae Evans                         (775) 997-5874 retiredmsgt@att.net            

Alternate NEC Jack Ford           (702) 493-2252 acchief@aol.com 

Chaplain Dan DePozo           (702) 564-9499  annedan1@centurylink.net  

Judge Advocate James Beecher               (702) 382-2353            janv@nevadalegion.org  

Finance Officer Jim Stewart          (775) 848-6072 controller@bordertowncasinorv.com    

Historian Kim Eberly           (775) 434-3386  eberlykimberly.21@yahoo.com            

Service Officer Mike Mader           (775) 813-7871  jmmader@aiinc.com  

Adjutant Lionel Motta           (702) 382-2353  taldon737@aol.com  

Membership Chair Jerry Bootzin             (303) 589-6314 jbootzin72@gmail.com 

Jr. Past Dept. Cdr. Jim Stewart           (775) 848-6072  controller@bordertowncasinorv.com   

     

COMMITTEES & COMMISSIONS CHAIRS  

Americanism Jim Stewart   (775) 848-6072   controller@bordertowncasinorv.com  

Children & Youth    

Finance Jim Stewart   (775) 848-6072   controller@bordertowncasinorv.com  

Auxiliary Liaison   

Det. Commander  Shawn Horton (720) 394-5965   shawn.horton@chezhorton.com  

Public Relations  

Legislative Dave Evans   (775) 997-5874   hmcs8425@att.net 

VA & R Jeanette Rae Evans (775) 997-5874   retiredmsgt@att.net 

     DISTRICT COMMANDERS  

1st District Jack Edstrom                   (775) 544-5689                    renojack0919@gmail.com 

2nd District Jerry Bootzin                 (303) 589-6314                    jbootzin72@gmail.com  

3rd District Lincoln Litchfield           (775) 934-1058                    lincoln.litchfield@gmail.com    

4th District Al Camp    (775) 885-0380                alcamp@nvbell.net  
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 

Detachment Commander, Shawn Horton 
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737 Veteran’s Memorial Drive 

Las Vegas, NV 89103  

702-382-2353 

TALDON737@AOL.COM 

 

Since our charter, our American            

Legion Department of Nevada has been 

welcoming VETERANS from all branches 

of our Armed Forces. Today, we continue 

to welcome all military personnel serving 

our country. Joining a Post in our State 

enables you to continue serving your God, 

Country and Community.  Our mission is 

to implement the goals, aspirations, 

dreams, peace and blessings for our coun-

try, friends and families embodied in our 

preamble.  

The American Legion 

Department of Nevada 

The mission of Nevada’s Legionnaires is 

to provide services to fellow Veterans, 

their Families and their communities.  
https://www.facebook.com/

TALDONV/ 

Find us on Facebook!  


